
1832 ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST VISION 

This 1832 account is the earliest known recital of Joseph 

Smith’s First Vision. The Prophet dictated it to Frederick 

G. Williams between the summer of 1832 and the end of 

November of that year, and the handwriting has been 

identified as Williams’. 

 HISTORY of the life of Joseph Smith Jr. An 

account of his marvelous experience and of all 

the mighty acts which he doeth in the name of Je-

sus Christ, the Son of the Living God, of whom he 

beareth record. And also an account of the rise of 

the Church of Christ in the eve of time according 

as the Lord brought forth and established by his 

hand. Firstly, he receiving the testimony from on 

high. Secondly, the ministering of angels. Thirdly, 

the reception of the holy priesthood by the minis-

tering of angels to administer the letter of the Gos-

pel—the law and commandments as they were given 

unto him—and the ordinance. Fourthly, a confir-

mation and reception of the high priesthood after 

the holy order of the Son of the Living God: power 

and ordinance from on high to preach the Gospel 

in the administration and demonstration of the 

Spirit, the Keys of the Kingdom of God conferred 

upon him, and the continuation of the blessings of 

God to him etc. 

I was born in the town of Sharon in the State of 

Vermont, North America, on the twenty-third day 

of December A.D. 1805, of goodly parents, who 

spared no pains to instruct me in the Christian re-

ligion. At the age of about ten years, my father, Jo-

seph Smith Sr., moved to Palmyra, Ontario County 

in the State of New York, and being in indigent 

circumstances he was obliged to labor hard for the 

support of a large family, having nine children. 

And as it required the exertions of all that were 

able to render any assistance for the support of the 

family, therefore we were deprived of the benefit of 

an education. Suffice it to say, I was merely in-

structed in reading, writing, and the ground rules 

of arithmetic, which constituted my whole literary 

acquirements.  

At about the age of twelve years, my mind became 

seriously impressed with regard to the all important 

concerns for the welfare of my immortal soul, 

which led me to searching the scriptures, believing 

as I was taught, that they contained the word of 

God. Thus applying myself to them, and my inti-

mate acquaintance with those of different denomi-

nations, led me to marvel exceedingly, for I discov-

ered that they did not adorn their profession by a 

holy walk and Godly conversation agreeable to 

what I found contained in that sacred depository. 

This was a grief to my soul. 

Thus, from the age of twelve years to fifteen, I pon-

dered many things in my heart concerning the 

situation of the world, of mankind, the contentions 

and divisions, the wickedness and abominations, 

and the darkness which pervaded the minds of 

mankind. My mind became exceedingly distressed, 

for I became convicted of my sins, and by searching 

the scriptures I found that mankind did not come 

unto the Lord, but that they had apostatized from 

the true and living faith, and there was no society 

or denomination that built upon the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ as recorded in the New Testament. 

And I felt to morn for my own sins, and for the 

sins of the world, for I learned in the scriptures that 

God was the same yesterday, today, and forever, 

that he was no respecter to persons, for he was God. 

For I looked upon the sun, the glorious luminary of 

the earth, and also the moon rolling in their maj-

esty through the heavens, and also the stars shining 

in their courses, and the earth also, upon which I 

stood, and the beast of the field, and the fowls of 

heaven, and the fish of the waters, and also man 

walking forth upon the face of the earth in majesty 

and in the strength of beauty, whose power and 

intelligence in governing the things which are so 

exceeding great and marvelous, even in the likeness 

of him who created them. And when I considered 

upon these things, my heart exclaimed, "well hath 

the wise man said, it is a fool that saith in his heart 

there is no God." My heart exclaimed all these bear 

testimony and bespeak an omnipotent and omni-

present power, a being who maketh laws and de-

creeth and bindeth all things in their bounds, who 

filleth eternity, who was and is and will be from all 

eternity to eternity. And when I considered all 

these things and that that being seeketh such to 

worship him as worship him in spirit and in truth, 

therefore I cried unto the Lord for mercy. 
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And the Lord heard my cry in the wilderness. And 

while in the attitude of calling upon the Lord in 

the fifteenth year of my age, a pillar of light, above 

the brightness of the sun at noon day, came down 

from above and rested upon me. And I was filled 

with the Spirit of God. And the Lord opened the 

heavens upon me, and I saw the Lord. And he 

spake unto me saying: 

"Joseph, my son, thy sins are forgiven thee. Go thy 

way. Walk in my statutes and keep my command-

ments. Behold I am the Lord of glory. I was crucified 

for the world, that all those who believe on my name 

may have eternal life. Behold, the world lieth in sin 

at this time, and none doeth good, no, not one. They 

have all turned aside from the Gospel and keep not 

my command-ments. They draw near to me with 

their lips, while their hearts are far from me. And 

mine anger is kindling against the inhabitants of the 

earth to visit them according to this ungodliness, and 

to bring to pass that which hath been spoken by the 

mouth of the prophets and apostles. Behold and lo, I 

come quickly as it is written of me, in the cloud 

clothed in the glory of my Father."  

And my soul was filled with love. And for many 

days I could rejoice with great joy. And the Lord 

was with me, but I could find none that would be-

lieve the heavenly vision. 

� 

1835 ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST VISION 

In 1835 Joseph Smith related his experience in the grove 

to a visitor to Kirtland, a man named Matthias. This 

account was recorded by Warren Cowdery. 

Monday, November 9th. While sitting in his house 

this morning between the hours of ten and eleven, 

a man came in and introduced himself to him, call-

ing himself Joshua, the Jewish Minister. His ap-

pearance was something singular, having a beard 

about three inches in length, which is quite gray. 

His hair was also long, and considerably silvered 

with age. He had the appearance of a man about 50 

or 55 years old. He was tall and straight, slender 

frame, blue eyes, thin visage, and fair complexion. 

He wore a green frock coat and pantaloons of the 

same color. He had on a black fur hat with a nar-

row brim. When speaking, he frequently shuts his 

eyes and exhibits a kind of scowl upon his counte-

nance. He (Joseph) made some inquiry after his 

name, but received no definite answer. The conver-

sation soon turned upon the subject of religion, 

and after the subject of this narrative had made 

some remarks concerning the Bible, he (Joseph) 

commenced giving him a relation of the circum-

stances, connected with the coming forth of the 

Book of Mormon, which were nearly as follows. 

Being wrought up in my mind respecting the sub-

ject of religion, and looking at the different systems 

taught the children of men, I knew not who was 

right or who was wrong, but considered it of the 

first importance to me that I should be right, in 

matters of so much moment—matters involving 

eternal consequences. Being thus perplexed in 

mind, I retired to the silent grove and there bowed 

down before the Lord, under a realizing sense (if 

the Bible be true) "ask and you shall receive, knock 

and it shall be opened, seek and you shall find," 

and again, "if any man lack wisdom, let him ask of 

God, who giveth to all men liberally, and up-

braideth not."  

Information was what I most desired at this time, 

and with a fixed determination to obtain it, I called 

upon the Lord for the first time in the place above 

stated, or in other words, I made a fruitless attempt 

to pray. My tongue seemed to be swollen in my 

mouth, so that I could not utter. I heard a noise 

behind me like someone walking towards me. I 

strove again to pray, but could not. The noise of 

walking seemed to draw nearing. I sprang upon my 

feet and looked around, but saw no person or thing 

that was calculated to produce the noise of walking. 

I kneeled again. My mouth was opened, and my 

tongue loosed. I called on the Lord in mighty 

prayer. A pillar of fire appeared above my heard, 

which presently rested down upon me, and filled 

me with unspeakable joy. A personage appeared in 

the midst of this pillar of flame, which was spread 

all around and yet nothing consumed. Another 

personage soon appeared like unto the first. He 

said unto me, "Thy sins are forgiven thee." He testi-

fied also unto me that Jesus Christ is the Son of 



God. I saw many angels in this vision. I was about 

14 years old when I received this first communica-

tion. 
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ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST VISION IN THE 

WENTWORTH LETTER 

From a letter of Joseph Smith, the Prophet, dated 1 

March, 1842, sent at the request of Mr. John Wentworth, 

editor and owner of the Chicago Democrat. 

I was born in the town of Sharon, Windsor County, 

Vermont, on the 23rd of December, A.D. 1805. 

When ten years old, my parents removed to Pal-

myra, New York, where we resided about four years, 

and from thence we removed to the town of Man-

chester.  

My father was a farmer and taught me the art of 

husbandry. When about fourteen years of age, I 

began to reflect upon the importance of being pre-

pared for a future state, and upon inquiring [about] 

the plan of salvation, I find that there was a great 

clash in religious sentiment; if I went to one society 

they referred me to one plan, and another to an-

other; each one pointing to his own particular 

creed as the summum bonum of perfection. Consid-

ering that all could not be right, and that God 

could no be the author of so much confusion, I 

determined to investigate the subject more fully, 

believing that if God had a Church it would not be 

split up into factions, and that if He taught one 

society to worship one way, and administer in one 

set of ordinances, He would not teach another, 

principles which were diametrically opposed. 

Believing the word of God, I had confidence in the 

declaration of James—"If any of you lack wisdom, let 

him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 

upbraideth not; and it shall be given him." I retired 

to a secret place in a grove, and began to call upon 

the Lord; while fervently engaged in supplication, 

my mind was taken away from the objects with 

which I was surrounded, and I was enwrapped in a 

heavenly vision, and saw two glorious personages, 

who exactly resembled each other in features and 

likeness, surrounded with a brilliant light which 

eclipsed the sun at noon-day. They told me that all 

religious denominations were believing in incorrect 

doctrines, and that none of them was acknowl-

edged of God as His Church and kingdom: and I 

was expressly commanded to “go not after them,” 

at the same time receiving a promise that the full-

ness of the Gospel should at some future time be 

made known unto me. 


